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Rwanda Wildlife Conservation Association (RWCA)  
RWCA is a registered non-governmental organisation in Rwanda. Founded and run by Rwandans who 

come from and understand local communities and their challenges, the main objective of the 

organisation is to provide a holistic, multi-disciplinary approach to critical conservation issues in order 

to create sustainable solutions. This is achieved by protecting wildlife and natural habitats, engaging 

and educating local communities while improving livelihoods, raising awareness of conservation 

issues, building the capacity of young Rwandese conservationists and disseminating high quality 

research and evaluation. The project work has full support and endorsement from the Rwandan 

Government, through the Department Conservation at Rwanda Development Board (RDB) and the 

Ministry of Environment. Our main project is to reverse the declining trend of the endangered Grey 

Crowned Cranes in Rwanda, with a focus on stopping the illegal trade. We also have projects with 

other threatened species including bats, Shoebills, African Grey Parrots and Sitatunga along with a 

cross cutting theme of habitat protection and restoration: www.rwandawildlife.org. 

 

Grey Crowned Crane Project 

Just seven years ago in Rwanda, there were Grey Crowned Cranes in captivity everywhere in hotels 

and in the gardens of private houses. They were captured and sold openly in cities and towns around 

the country. Many people thought it was okay to keep cranes in captivity and did not know about the 

laws that protect cranes. There were only an estimated 300 remaining in the wild in Rwanda and with 

increasing threats to their habitat and being continually poached for the illegal trade, they were 

rapidly heading towards extinction. Through carefully designed activities that target the problem from 

many angles and are closely aligned with the IUCN Single Species Action Plan (Morrison, 2015), RWCA 

is aiming to build the nation’s sense of ownership over cranes and their habitats, focusing on the long-

term sustainability of our interventions.  
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